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An Attempt to Link Museums with Education for
Intellectually Disabled Children (2):

From Outreach Lectures to On-Site Experiences

KOMAMI Kazuo

As an attempt to convey the learning and enjoyment of museums to the field of special
education and to promote museum experiences for children, outreach efforts have been
made since the 2018 fiscal year with the cooperation of students enrolled in the Meiji
University curator training course to special education schools for intellectual disabilities.
In 2019, a museum outreach lecture was conducted at the Saimi Special Needs School and
subsequently linked to an on-site experience at the Meiji University Museum.

The purpose of the outreach lecture was to have students experience one form of learning
with museum materials, helping them recognize the existence of museums with a positive
image, and integrate it into their daily activities. While conceptualizing museums was
challenging for students in severe and multiple disability classes, students in regular
classes were able to recognize and take an interest in them. The experience program was

advanced not only through communication between staff, teachers, and students, but also



by encouraging interaction among students themselves. From the analysis of this practice,
the significance of verbal communication was reaffirmed, and it was considered necessary to
prepare multiple materials tailored to the realities when providing experience programs to
children with a wide range of disabilities.

The on-site museum experience was an unfamiliar environment for the students, yet a
relaxed experience was realized. This was the result of both schools and museums striving to
create a comfortable environment. Teachers and children in special education schools are not
well acquainted with the attractions and uses of museums, while museums lack awareness
of the learning needs and realities of special education schools. Understanding the realities
of both and having individuals or organizations that can coordinate access emerged as the

key to expanding museum use among children with special needs.



