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An attempt to link museums with special needs education:

Designing a museum outreach programme

KOMAMI Kazuo

The purpose of this study was to design an outreach programme to provide museum
learning suited to the situation and requirements of a special needs school for students with
learning disabilities. We planned a programme of visiting lectures and implemented it to
verify its effectiveness.

The learning objectives of this programme were to make learning fun using actual
museum pieces as teaching resources, to make students aware of the existence of museums,
and to expand the potential of museums as a place for their activities. The first objective was
verified as effective based on the response of the students and evaluation by their teachers.
Factors mentioned in the evaluation included the fact that the programme provided a

“real” experience using actual objects and the detailed preliminary consultations and
classroom visits with the schools involved. The programme was not confirmed to be as
effective in terms of the students’ awareness of museums. However, their awareness of
pottery increased through the experience of touching museum pieces. This indicates that
hands-on experience can be considered to be the best way of raising students’ awareness of
museums.

We realised that it is extremely difficult for these students to make museums a place for
their activities. For them, a museum is a place to experience together with their teachers
or family members. Therefore, it is important to foster understanding and motivation
regarding the utilisation of museums among those who are part of the museum experience of
the students. This course provided such an opportunity for the teachers, and the programme
evaluation sheet could motivate families to access museums.

Taking this programme as an opportunity, the school planned to take the class to a
museum, but they reported that some museums refused their request for a visit. This
is assumed to be due in most cases to insufficient understanding of the students. At the
same time, the teachers were not fully aware of the circumstances of the museums. Such
mismatches could be prevented if there was a system to help the two parties understand
each other’s needs and circumstances and to facilitate access. By doing so, positive
relationships could be formed.

When we consider what a museum should offer its visitors, the core objective is helping
people create value, which is achieved by enriching the learning experience of visitors as
much as possible. In special needs education, rich learning experiences can help develop
abstract thinking. Programmes offered by museums should provide such value, and this is

reinforced by the results of this study.



